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“2We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our 

prayers. We remember before our God and Father your work produced 
by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. “ Thessalonians 1:2-3 
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Has Easter Come and Gone? 

The day after Easter, I observed a social network post sharing an inter-
esting and almost joyous statement that read something like, “Easter is 
done, on to Mother’s Day!” As I generally do not “comment” on other 
people’s social network posts, I did however take mental note of the 
author’s view. 
 
We do believe that in Easter, Christ has completed the victory over sin 
and death. “It is finished” (John 19:30). The job is done - on to the 
next festival? Not so fast. We also believe that God’s full glory has yet 
to be revealed in Christ – until Christ ascended into heaven (John 
20:17). There is time for us, as followers of Jesus, to linger in the sto-
ries of resurrection and new life that flow out of the Easter miracle and 
into our lives. 
 
We also linger in the story of Jesus’ love for us, because it is not yet 
complete. It is ever-growing in us as we seek in faith and respond in 
faith because of the risen Jesus. The love that Jesus displayed for all 
who believe is not done! It is a work in progress in each of us! 
 
Let us not forget our social calendar. And let us most assuredly re-
member Mother’s Day, but let us celebrate that festival with a renewed 
sense of hope and joy that comes from our experience in Easter and 
the time beyond. For each day can be an Easter Sunday! 
 
Happy Mother’s Day to Anabel Harris, my mom 
and one of my faith mentors. 
 
 
Paul Harris       
Pastor 
Cedar Creek United Methodist Church 

                      A note from Pastor Paul 
Mayl 1, 2011 



 Let me begin by sharing one of my favorite scripture 
passages:     Philippians 4:    Don’t fret or worry. Instead of 
worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your worries 
into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you it, 
a sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for 
good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what 
happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your 
life.  

 Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by 
filling your minds and meditating on things true, noble, rep-
utable, authentic, compelling, gracious – the best – not the 
worst; the beautiful-not the ugly; things to praise- not things 
to curse. …Do that, and God, who makes every thing work 
together, will work you into his most excellent harmonies. 
(from The Message) 

 One of the easiest things for me to say is “hello!” The 
hardest is say “good-bye.”  May 31st will end my four year 
tenure as your associate pastor. I am going to either take a 
medical retirement or will take an incapacity leave ( just 
means I not able to perform the regular duties of a full time 
pastor (full or part time) for at least 6 months).    

 I will preach on May 15th and June 5th.  My appoint-
ment among you will officially end on June 11th  following 
annual conference.  

 I have learned much as I have lived and served 
among you. It is an experience that I will treasure for the 
rest of my life. It has been such a blessing to me to see how 
as the body of Christ you have reached out to the sick, 
worked with the needy, and have tried to set the prisoners 
(literally and figuratively) free. That was part of Jesus’ mis-
sion while on earth.  

 As the body of Christ, you have supported my ideas, 
encouraged me to step outside my comfort zone, helped me 
as I went through covenant connection. You have loved me, 
counseled me, and consoled me as only YOU can do.  Thank 
you!  

 Even as I say good bye as your associate pastor, I 
anticipate being received among you as a member of this 
congregation and we learn to serve God together in new 
ways. After a sabbatical of 3-4 months, I will return to wor-
ship with you in the fall. Roy and I will continue to make our 
home in Cedar Creek. Our mailing address and my cell 
phone number will remain unchanged. I will be glad to visit 
with any of you after my sabbatical.  

 In closing, I would like to share a poem that my 
Mom gave me years ago: 

 

 

Associate Pastor’s Corner 
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LOVE IS A CHOICE   

by Ginny and Manny Feldman 

Your love, your thoughts, and your feelings 

Are yours to share when you choose. 

My love for you is also a choice, 

A gift I choose to give. 

 

Love is ours, if we wish to receive. 

I will accept what you give, 

And return it full measure. 

ALL OF LOVE IS A CHOICE. 

Your sister-in-Christ, 

Cathey Meisetschlaeger 

 

 

************************************************* 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR a Taizé Service. This is 
a quiet, candlelit service of prayer, meditation 
and song. 

Second Sundays in the Chapel at 6:30.   Due to 
Mother’s Day on May 8, there will be no Taize 
Service.  The next Taize Service will be on Sun-
day, June 12. 

The Taizé service began in France and has been 
adopted and adapted across the world as Chris-
tian communities found the quiet atmosphere of 
such a service to be an enhancement and benefit 
to their own practices. Each service is unique in 
its own right, depending on the community host-
ing. The use of short verse songs, contemplative 
prayer and silence encourages the participants to 
quiet their hearts and minds and enter into a cen-
tered, thoughtful focus on God. 

This is a wonderful opportunity at our church to 
enter into a quiet, contemplative time with the 
Lord.  

If you find yourself surrounded by noise, busy-
ness and obligations, allow this time to be a gift 
you give yourself and God. 
******************************************* 



Outreach, May, 2011  

How can we become a strong beacon in our community? 

Exciting things are happening all around us!  We are on the cusp of new beginnings!  The Outreach Team is hard at work exploring 
new opportunities and as these are discovered, we will be sharing them with you!  While we search and explore, we ask that you keep 
us i your prayers, and keep us focused on God’s will! 

How have you seen CCUMC’s Outreach be effective? 

What activities would you like to see implemented? 

Do you have a talent you would like to share with others? 

Call or send an email, let us know your thoughts and concerns! 

James 5:16 – “When a believing person prays, great things happen”. 

Please pray with us and for us, and help us be a strong beacon in and for our community. 

~Debra Goodwin 

Outreach Committee 

dcgoodwin@austin.rr.com 

(512) 636-3517 

Ongoing Outreach Ministries ~ 

*Good Neighbor Fund - This fund is monitored and administered by our Pastor’s Paul and Cathey!  They do a tremendous job of 
meeting needs and praying with our neighbors here in Cedar Creek.  If you have any questions regarding this ministry, please feel free 
to give me a call, Debra Goodwin, (512) 636-3517, or visit with Pastor Paul or Pastor Cathey! 

*Cracker Basket – Vicki James is coordinating this exciting ministry!  Snack cracker donations will be taken into the two Austin VA 
Medical centers to be given to homeless veterans as they come in for treatment!  For questions about this ministry, please contact Vic-
ki at (512) 247-4625! 

*Bastrop Food Pantry – Ginger & Brent Salone coordinate CCUMC’s efforts for this ministry.  Your food and money donations stay 
right here in Bastrop County.  Will you help CCUMC increase their donations to Bastrop Food Pantry this year?  We would like each 
member of our church to commit to bringing one non-perishable food item per month to church and place it in our RED donation box 
sitting in the hallway.  

*CCUMC Food Pantry – Pat New and the Nurture Committee have started this wonderful Cedar Creek ministry because so many 
people come to our church seeking help, and with this pantry, Pastor Paul and Pastor Cathey are able to help meet some of those 
needs.  Pass the word to your friends and Bible Study classes!  Let’s keep this pantry full!   

*Cedar Creek Elementary – Pat Miller coordinates CCUMC’s support with the school administration.  CCUMC has a long standing 
tradition of supporting the needs of this school.  Sadly, CCE is “86% economically disadvantaged”.  Our continued effort on the 
school’s behalf helps not only the school administrators and educators, but also the children and their families.  The needs are many 
and your donations are sought, and greatly appreciated.  The most needed items are listed below: 

Mentors—School Supplies—New undies, sizes 4 – 14, girls and boys—Gently used children’s clothing, clean 

*Disaster Recovery - Ginger & Brent Salone coordinate CCUMC’s Early Response Teams. ERT’s are specially trained teams that 
offer assistance soon after the disaster strikes. They generally do clean-up work and tasks required to stop further damage from being 
done, e.g. putting tarps on damaged roofs. They might do minor repairs that help make homes habitable, but they do not do extensive 
repairs or reconstruction (that is the job for Long Term Recovery).   In 2008, Early Response teams from the Southwest Texas Confer-
ence responded during Hurricane Dolly in our conference and during Hurricane Ike in the Texas Conference.  In 2010, ERTs assisted 
in the flooded areas of Central Texas. If you would like to know more about helping Texans recover when disaster strikes, please 
visit with Ginger and Brent or visit our Conference website at:  http://www.umcswtx.org/umc-disaster-response.html 
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!!!HELP WANTED!!! 

 
*Outreach Correspondents* - multiple volunteers are needed to keep in touch with Missionaries, Military Service Personnel, In-
carcerated persons, and others as the opportunities arise through letter writing and email. Volunteers will also develop specific guide-
lines and criteria for this program.  If you are interested, please contact Debra Goodwin at (512) 636-3517 or dcgood-
win@austin.rr.com 

 
*Phone Tree Coordinator* - a volunteer is needed to develop a phone tree, an emergency call system to alert us of neighbors in 
need, to “call to arms” volunteers needed in a short span of time for specific purposes, to develop guidelines for use of the phone 
tree, etc.  If you are interested, please contact Debra Goodwin at (512) 636-3517 or dcgoodwin@austin.rr.com 

 
*Emergency Services Liaison* - a what???  A volunteer is needed to be in communication with our Volunteer Fire Department and 
Constables Office here in Cedar Creek.  This person will seek opportunities to share CCUMC’s appreciation for their efforts in our 
community.  If you are interested, please contact Debra Goodwin at (512) 636-3517 or dcgoodwin@austin.rr.com 
 
**************************************************************************************************************** 

The Stewardship of Wellness 

The Promises of God 

Exodus 15:26 And He said, "If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the LORD your God, and do what is 
right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseas-
es on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the LORD, am your healer."  

Would that that verse applied to us, here now!  It would be so simple in concept – all I have to do is listen to the Lord and 

obey, and I’ll never get sick!  What could be easier? 

But as we look at the entirety of Scripture, it is clear that that simple view is just too simple.  First, that was a specific 

promise to a specific people for a specific situation.  God was leading His chosen people out of slavery toward the Prom-

ised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  It was not addressed to us in the here and now. 

Second, if the Chosen People could not live by that simple “if … then” promise, what makes us think that we would be 

able to?  Most of us have all the challenge we can handle to live by the much easier burden of the Christian walk, and 

that with the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit who was not available in those days. 

If not a literal application of that verse to my life today, what can I learn from Exodus 15:26?  Now comes the Faith part: 

I believe that much of what God taught through Moses and through the record of early mankind still applies to us, here 

and now, without regard for spiritual practice.  I believe that God created humans to live forever, but sin caused God to 

abandon that plan.  But that did not change the original design, that God created humans to eat only plants; it was only 

after the flood that animal flesh was added to the menu.  I believe that the dietary laws laid down in the books of Moses 

were based on God’s knowledge of what was harmful to us, and prohibitions against eating certain foods will, as a gen-

eral statement, help up avoid harmful practices even today. 

The Lord Provides! 

Myron Remington 

References from New American Standard Bible 
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Cedar Creek United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 33 
5630 FM 535 
Cedar Creek, TX 78612 
512.303.1393 
Fax 512 581.9593  
Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

Methodist Christian Ministry encompassing education, fellowship, small group life, and service/mission work for chil-
dren, middle school and high school youth.  Needs to be an energetic individual with a passion for Christ.  Must have 
excellent organizational, communication and leadership skills.  Spanish speaker preferred.  Hours and salary nego-
tiable.  Full job description at www.cedarcreekumc.org.   Contact:  pastorpaul@cedarcreekumc.org.   

 
********************************************************************************* 

 
UPCOMING SERMON TOPICS AND SCRIPTURES 

May 1st 
2nd Sunday of Easter           Confirmation Sunday 
The Lord’s Supper 
  
Acts 2:14a; 1 Peter 1:3-12 
“Stand and Give Witness to a Living Hope” 

May  8th 
3rd Sunday of Easter                        Mother’s Day 
  
Luke 24: 13-35 
On the Road to Emmaus 
  

May 15th           Celebrating Ministry with Cathey 
4th Sunday of Easter 
  
Psalm 23 
  

May 22nd 
5th Sunday of Easter                     Heritage Sunday 
  
Circuit Rider Day – 
Worship at Cedar Creek Park 
Guest Musicians; One Service at 10 am 

May 29th 
6th Sunday of Easter 
  
Acts 17: 22-31 
Worshipping God (when surrounded by options) 
  

June 5th 
7th Sunday of Easter 
The Lord’s Supper 
  
John 17: 1-11 
Glorified in Christ 

June 12th 
PENTECOST 
  
Acts  2:1-21 
(John 7: 37-39) 
“God’s Holy Spirit – Present and Visible” 

June 19th                                     Father’s Day 
Trinity Sunday 
Peace with Justice Special Offering 
  
Matthew 28:16-20 
The Great Commission 

June 26th 
  
Matthew 10: 5-14, 32-33, 40 
“Instructions for the Road” 

July 3rd 
  
Sermon Series 
The Psalms 
(five weeks in July) 

http://www.cedarcreekumc.org�
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NEWS RELEASE (April 18, 2011) 

Cedar Creek United Methodist Church 

HERITAGE SUNDAY 

May 22nd – 10 a.m. 

One Worship Service 

Cedar Creek Park Pavilion 

 

As United Methodists, we claim our heritage with the early Methodist movement begun by John Wesley and oth-
ers in 18th century England. It is estimated that in his lifetime, Wesley traveled 250,000 miles on foot or on horse-
back to deliver 30,000 sermons. When Methodists came to America, traveling ministers were sent out to preach in 
the new frontier. These preachers became known as Circuit Riders because of their travel on routes between town 
churches. Some preached in brush arbors or in outdoor camp settings in the early 1800s. 

 

In the history of Cedar Creek United Methodist Church, it is recorded that a circuit-riding Methodist minister 
gathered with local folks to conduct outdoor worship on Cedar Creek. We believe that this site may be near the 
old creek bridge which existed on the land now home to the Cedar Creek Park. We honor that early ministry in 
our area on May 22nd, by conducting one combined worship service in an outdoor setting at Cedar Creek Park pa-
vilion. Please join us in celebrating our Wesleyan heritage and the importance of early circuit riders of our Meth-
odist movement.  

 

Bring a blanket or folding chair, bring your basket lunch, bring a friend – come and worship with us outdoors on 
May 22nd at Cedar Creek Park. 

 

Paul Harris 

Pastor 

Cedar Creek United Methodist Church 

www.cedarcreekumc.org 

 

(Located just off Highway 21 at intersection of FM 535 in Bastrop County) 

 

 

********************************************************************************************************* 

SPECIAL NOTICE:  Pastor Cathey will preach her last sermon as the Associate 
Pastor of  the Cedar Creek United Methodist  Church on Sunday, June 5.       As 
Pastor Cathey moves forward on the path God has set for her continuing journey, 
please join us in celebrating her time at CCUMC at a Brunch/Reception in her    
honor between church services on June 5, 10:15 a.m.  - 11:00 a.m. (during the Sun-
day School hour).   If you wish to bring a card or agape gift for Pastor Cathey, 
please feel free to do so and they will be presented during the brunch.  (Pastor 
Cathey collects cards and would love to add yours to her ever growing collection.) 
********************************************************************************************************* 

http://www.cedarcreekumc.org/�
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TRINITY TRAVELERS 

Membership in Chapter 21 of the National United Methodist Campers is open to anyone of any denomination who loves 
to fellowship in the out of doors.  You don’t need a “big rig”, as many of the parks we go to have cabins available.  If this 
sounds like something you would find fun, contact any of the CCUMC members – the Calverts, Colliers, Esslers,        
Gambinos, Laundys, Tindells or Pastor Cathey.  We’d love to have you visit! 

 

 

 

 Weekly Scriptures to Encourage Generosity and the Grace of Giving 

 
Week Beginning May 1 
“Offer right sacrifices and trust in the Lord.”  (Psalm 4:5) 
 

Week Beginning May 8 

“Jesus answered, if you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow me.”  (Matthew 19:21) 

 

Week Beginning May 15 

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.”  (Matthew 6:33) 

 

Week Beginning May 22 

“I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.”  (Psalm 
54:6) 

 

Week Beginning May 29 

“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to 
what he does not have.”  (II Corinthians 8:12) 

 

To all men of the church:  Please join other men in meal, fellowship and prayer for 
our community, country, and the mission of God in our lives by attending the MEN’S 
PRAYER DINNER on Thursday, May 5, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. at the church.  The meal 
will be provided by the United Methodist Women.  RSVP by May 2 to Pastor Paul at 
pastorpaul@cedarcreekumc.org or 303-1393. 
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  "  Discipleship Opportunities" 
Sunday  

     9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.   Contemporary Worship Service 

     10:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.   Sunday School for all ages 

     11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.   Traditional Worship Service 

     4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.   Flicker (Youth Fellowship) winter months schedule 

Wednesday 

     5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.   Wednesday at the Well (mid-week fellowship meal) 

   6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.   Bible Study groups, FUEL Youth Bible Study,   

      Sanctuary  Choir rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Newsletter Editor: 

 Please feel free to submit any articles, upcoming activities, etc., that you would like to see in the news-
letter.  I will be happy to include any and all items submitted.  

 

 I am also interested in including a prayer list and a list of special joys and/or celebrations in each month-
ly newsletter.    Please send me the names and any other information you would like included  for the prayer list  
or the special joys/celebrations list and I will see that it gets in the newsletter.  

 

 If you would to receive the newsletter by email, please send me send me an email at the address below.              
Please include CCUMC Newsletter in the subject line so your message doesn’t go to my junk mailbox. 

 

      May your blessings be many and your troubles few!  

      Janice Hoffman , Editor            jhoffmanccumc@aol.com 



May 2011

Cedar Creek United Methodist Church Birthdays

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Joseph Flores

2 3
Judy Cameron

4 5 6
Christina 
Cameron

Robert Jones

7
Tim Schipper

8
Mother's Day

9 10
Eleanor 
Buchhorn

11 12 13 14
Diana Jones

15
Ben Harris

James Cole

16 17
Dalene Ross

18
Bill Nogues

19
Tara Sanders

20
Alice Niebuhr

21
Armed Forces 
Day

Brian Leighton

Melanie Peavy

22 23 24
Deanna 
Cloyed

25
Terry 
Bradshaw

26
Jon Robert 
Eberle

Sara Osborne

27
James Smith

28

29 30
Memorial Day 
(Observed)

31
Belinda Webb

Mallory 
Hughes

Apr 2011
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Jun 2011
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30















Being on Fire for Christ 
Sunday’s 4 - 6 pm 

Filling our Hearts with God’s 
Word 

Wednesday’s 6:45 - 

April  2011 

IMPORTANT DATES 

YOUTH NEWS 

May 8 MOTHER’s Day  NO YOUTH GROUP 

 

May 13 -14  Fri 8 pm - Sat 8 am Youth Lock IN    COST $5 

       

May 15     NO YOUTH GROUP 

 

May 22  Heritage Sunday  Service at 10 am at the Park 

May 22 Youth Group  4-6 pm 

 

May 29 Youth Group  4-6 pm 

 

June 5  Youth Group  4-6 pm 

 

June 12 Youth Group  4-6 pm 

 

June 19 FATHER’s Day  NO YOUTH GROUP 

 

SUMMER CAMPS COMING SOON - www.reachingyouth.org for more info 

Contact Info: 

Pastor Paul Harris  512.303.1393 



WE’RE ON THE WEB AT 

WWW.CEDARCREEKUMC.ORG 

DEADLINE 
For MayNewsletter Items week of  

April 25, 2011 for distribution on May 1, 2011 
Email articles to jhoffmanccumc@aol.com 

And/or ccumc@cedarcreekumc.org 

 
Church Council Chair  Ginger Salone 
Lay Leader    Doedee Vann 
Lay Delegate to SWTX # 1  Doedee Vann 
Lay Delegate to SWTX # 2 Laura Harris 
Lay Delegate to SWTX # 3 Andi Hudson (Y) 
Alternate Delegate  to be named later 
District Missions Board Doedee Vann 
Staff Parish Relations Chair Verda Turnbo 
Board of Trustees Chair Brent Salone 
Finance Chair   Jim Cole 
Church Treasurer  Bob Severance 
Financial Secretary  Irene Sparks 
Membership Secretary  Janice Hoffman 
Recording Secretary  Sandy Walthall 
Church Historian  Laura Zglinski 
Website Communications Terri Underhill 
Christian Education Co-Chair Mark Clingan 
Christian Education Co-Chair Jim Dufour 
Outreach Ministries Chair Debra Goodwin 
Evangelism Chair  Mary Ann Green 
Generosity Chair  Brian Telle 
Nurture Chair   Pat New 
Worship Chair   Charlene Severance 
 
 

           2011          2012  2013 
Lay Leadership Team: 
Doedee Vann     Diana Jones       Geri Gambino 
Laura Zglinski     Ann Adams       Curtis Dunford 
Peggy Collier     Jim Talbot        Zack Taylor 
 
Staff Parish Relations:  
Arnold Essler      Sunshine Reyes  Loren Hahn 
Jonathan Lindsey  Fred Emens       Sharon Estrada 
Verda Turnbo       Ben Ortiz         King Rawlins 
 
Board of Trustees: 
Henry Gideon       Chuck Osborne    Robert Jones 
Brent Salone         Ray Guillory       Joe Gambino 
Mark Adams      Ed Leighton        April Hudson 
 
Cedar Creek Childcare Center Board Representative: 
Pat Miller      Pip Taylor        Diana Jones 
 
Lay Speakers: Recertification –   Sue Kratochvil, Myron 
Remington, Shirley Smith, Jim Talbot, Doedee Vann, 
Mark Clingan 

New Certification – Loren Hahn, Janet (Larson) Hahn 

Administrative Council and Leaders for 2011 
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