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Associate Pastor’s Corner

Pastor Cathey has been ill and pretty much con-
fined to her house. She has been unable to come in to
her office except for a couple of days and she is on her

second round of antibiotics in hopes of recovering

soon. Please keep Pastor Cathey in your prayers. We
miss her being able to be with us. We also miss her
monthly inspirational message and look forward to one

for the March newsletter.

Please take a moment and drop Pastor Cathey a
note, card or an email letting her know how much she

1s missed.

Thank You Bibliophiles!

Your generosity at the first book sale added $400
to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Save your
books, another sale is coming!
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BROWN BAG TO BEGIN LENTEN STUDY

The Brown Bag Bible Study will wrap up the study
of “The Death & Resurrection of the Messiah” this
month and move toward Easter with a new Lenten
study. The 8 week study “Preparing My Heart for
Easter: A Woman’s Journey to the Cross and Be-
yond” will begin on Tuesday, March 8. We plan to
break bread with our sisters as we dedicate the sea-
son to the women who followed Jesus and who
played important roles in the story of His resurrec-
tion.

The Brown Baggers meet every Tuesday from 10
until noon in room 201 upstairs. We always have
plenty of seats available for newcomers! If you are
interested in this new study, contact Roberta
Laundy to reserve your book! She can be reached
at 247-5545 or bertlaundy(@earthlink.net.
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BLOOD DRIVE RESCHEDULED

The blood drive originally scheduled for Sunday,
January 23 has been rescheduled for Sunday,
February 20 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Breakfast will
be served in the Fellowship Hall from 8:30 to 11
a.m. You don’t have to donate blood to have
breakfast!

Dot Files wrote: “I reached a gallon of giving last year,
mostly from blood drives at our church (there were a
few at work before we started holding them here). 1
never went out of my way to go to a blood drive; I just
attended when the drives were where I was any-

way. Every single donation does add up and make a
difference.

I know some of you cannot give for whatever reason,
but I challenge each of you to either give yourself or

find at least one person to commit to give.

Let's have a great blood drive to start 2011!”


mailto:bertlaundy@earthlink.net
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Outreach, February, 2011

Whenever someone mentions February, I automatically think of “Valentine’s Day” the day that celebrates the

love in our lives. Many times that focus is strictly on our partner’s (husbands, wives, boyfriends, girlfriends).

For me, I remember when Caitlyn was in elementary school . . . preparing the cookies for her classroom, help-
ing her fill out the Valentines cards for her classmates, and best of all, getting the lovingly prepared card from
my child.

Love has so many different faces, and so many different shapes and colors. Did you know that the more you
share, the more you receive? Love truly does multiply with the giving. And the best part of all, you do not
have to wait for Valentine’s Day to share it!

For many years, you have shared your love for our community in many, many ways, and most specifically
through our Manna Food Ministries. It is with a heavy heart that the Outreach Team announces the end of
Manna Food Ministries here at CCUMC, effective with the January, 2011 distribution. Manna Food Minis-
tries in Amarillo, TX has had to stop delivering to us, as our orders have been very low for several months.
While we re-group and brainstorm ideas, we will continue to serve our community through our own CCUMC
food pantry, through the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, and through donations to the Bastrop County Emergency
Food Panty. Your continued support of these ministries is greatly appreciated.

In Matthew 6:1-34, Jesus teaches us about giving, prayer, worship and worry. He tells us to love all, not just
our spouses and children, not just our neighbors and friends, but our enemies and strangers as well. Love all.
He also tells us not to worry, but to put all our faith and love in God. Cedar Creek has many who need Jesus’
love, our love. Wherever you are, whatever you do, share the love of Jesus, let it flow from you, and you will
gain more than you give.

In His Love,

~Debra
(512) 636-3517

SPECIAL REQUEST

Cedar Creek Elementary School needs new children’s underwear, mostly in small sizes. Also, gently used
clothing in small and medium sizes would be most welcome! If you can help with this, please contact Pat
Miller at 512-303-1663 or Debra Goodwin at 512-636-3517. Thank you.



PAGE 4 THE HALLELUJAH MESSENGER VOLUME 7, ISSUE 2

~ONGOING OUTREACH MINISTRIES~

*Bastrop Food Pantry — **Ginger & Brent Salone** coordinate CCUMC’s efforts for this ministry. Your
food and money donations stay right here in Bastrop County. Will you help CCUMC increase their donations
to Bastrop Food Pantry this year? We would like each member of our church to commit to bringing one non-
perishable food item per month to church and place it in our RED donation box sitting in the hallway.

The 2011 Empty Bowl Event will take place on Saturday, February 26, from 11:00am to 2:00pm at Bastrop
High School Cafetorium. All proceeds will stay with the Bastrop Food Pantry.

*CCUMC Food Pantry — **Pat New and the Nurture Committee** have started this wonderful Cedar Creek
ministry because so many people come to our church seeking help, and with this pantry, Pastor Paul and Pastor
Cathey are able to help meet some of those needs. Pass the word to your friends and Bible Study classes!

Let’s keep this pantry full!

*Cedar Creek Elementary — **Pat Miller** coordinates CCUMC’s support with the school administration.
CCUMC has a long standing tradition of supporting the needs of this school. Sadly, CCE is “86% economi-
cally disadvantaged”. Our continued effort on the school’s behalf helps not only the school administrators and
educators, but also the children and their families. The needs are many and your donations are sought, and
greatly appreciated. The most needed items are listed below:

Mentors
School Supplies
New undies, sizes 4 — 14, girls and boys

Gently used children’s clothing, clean

*Disaster Recovery - **Ginger & Brent Salone** coordinate CCUMC’s Early Response Teams. ERT’s are
specially trained teams that offer assistance soon after the disaster strikes. They generally do clean-up work
and tasks required to stop further damage from being done, e.g. putting tarps on damaged roofs. They might do
minor repairs that help make homes habitable, but they do not do extensive repairs or reconstruction (that is
the job for Long Term Recovery). In 2008, Early Response teams from the Southwest Texas Conference re-
sponded during Hurricane Dolly in our conference and during Hurricane Ike in the Texas Conference. In
2010, ERTs assisted in the flooded areas of Central Texas. If you would like to know more about helping
Texans recover when disaster strikes, please visit with Ginger and Brent or visit our Conference website at:
http://www.umcswtx.org/umc-disaster-response.html



http://www.umcswtx.org/umc-disaster-response.html
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TRINITY TRAVELERS

Trinity Travelers is Chapter 21 of National United Methodist Campers. Membership is open to anyone who is
a believer and who loves to have a good time in the out-of-doors. Many of the campgrounds have cabins
available for those who want to attend but don’t have a camper. Contact Wagonmasters Ed or Roberta Laundy
for further information.

JANUARY 2011 COLLECTIONS HISTORY

Sunday 2011 4 year Avg 2010 2009 2008 2007
15, 6,387 9,117 8,864 9,734 7,251 10,620
on 6,249 5,906 5,887 6,352 5,531 5,855
31, 3,622 5,908 4,904 6,128 8,410 4,188
4™, 4,718 5,044 4,964 4,915 5,116 5,179
5", 3,842 4,162 4,162

24,818 27,015 28,781 27,129 26,308 25,842
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The Stewardship of Wellness Meets Extravagant Generosity

Regular readers of The Hallelujah Messenger will have noticed my emphasis on wellness. I am
convinced from Scripture and my life experience that God desires the very best for us, and
that best is neither illness nor early death. However, as we go through life, bad things happen
to good people; some we invite with our choices, but some just happen (remember Job!). Our
Lord never leaves us alone in the hard times, nor does He always intervene with a miracle.
I believe that there is much we can do as stewards (caretakers, managers) of our bodies to be
well, and that in the same sense that we are stewards of our wellness, so also are we stewards
of all our resources — time, talent, and treasure are some of the most visible.

As I have written several times, wise stewardship is not a means of salvation; God does not
forgive my sins because I use wisely the resources in my care. Rather, I want to be a wise
steward because God has given me His spirit. Genesis 1:27 God created man in His
own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. By
the free gift of salvation, I am restored to the image of God and have His spirit within me to
guide me in all things (2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in
a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.)

Looking more broadly, the term “stewardship” may be too limiting. Yes, | am steward of the resources allo-
cated to my care, but | also have opportunity to give to others from my bounty. | can give my time in service
to those in the church and in the community. Likewise, | can apply my talent in service to others — teaching
class, maintaining facilities, leading, managing, or as called, preaching. And | can give my treasure, the financial
resources that God has provided for me to manage. \

Remember the familiar passage, Galatians 5:22-23: “...the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control ....” Gener- [

/

osity, reflecting love, kindness, and goodness, would not be out
of place in that list of traits that the Spirit develops in me as I ‘\
yield my life to Christ and walk by the guidance of His spirit.
As with stewardship, generosity is not a means of salvation. God
P8 y Extravagant

does not forgive the sins of anyone just because he gives millions to the

church. Rather, it is God’s spirit within me that guides me to give. Liv- en eros lt
ing in the image of God imparts to me a spirit of generosity - | )q [Matter o]‘ the Hearl;
want to give generously, even extravagantly, because His Spirit

is in me.

It is not the amount of the gift that pleases God, but the spirit in which we give — remember the widow’s gift
of two tiny coins. Mark 12:42-44 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which
amount to a cent. Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow
put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out of their surplus, but she,
out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on."
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If I am stingy with my time, talent, or treasure, God will accept what I give, but I will not receive the same
blessing that would have been possible had I given generously, with a loving, giving spirit. We are told in
Scripture that “God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (a person who gives gladly —
Worldwide English Bible). (That does not mean that God does not love me if I don’t give — see John 3:16.
But it does mean that God is more pleased when His children give generously.)

I invite each of us to grow in the spirit, walking daily with our Lord. The closer we walk with Him, the
more we will desire His perfect will in our lives. (James 4:8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to

you ....)
May God bless you with a long, healthy life of wise stewardship of the resources He has en-

trusted to you! And may He impart to you an extravagant spirit of generosity so that you may
bless others in turn!

Myron Remington

References from New American Standard Bible except as indicated
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Weekly Scriptures to Encourage Generosity and the Grace of Giving

Week beginning January 30, 2011

“Ascribe to the Lord, . . .the glory due His name. Bring an offering and come before Him; worship the
Lord in the splendor of His holiness.” (I Chronicles 16:28-29)

Week Beginning February 6, 2011

3

‘...Everyone who was willing and whose heart was moved, came and brought an offering.” (Exodus
35:21a)

Week Beginning February 13, 2011

The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40)

Week Beginning February 20, 2011
“..remembering the words the Lord Jesus Himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” (Acts 20:35b)

Week Beginning February 27, 2011
“...your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a remembrance before God.” (Acts 10:4)

¢ceceeceececeeceeceecececececececececeececeeceee
¢4¢eeceececececeeceeceecececececececececcecececececeeee
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""Discipleship Opportunities"

Sunday

9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service

10:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Traditional Worship Service

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Flicker (Youth Fellowship) winter months schedule
Wednesday

5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Well (mid-week fellowship meal)

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Bible Study groups, FUEL Youth Bible Study,

Sanctuary Choir rehearsal

Message from Newsletter Editor:

In an attempt to reduce the cost of printing and mailing the newsletter as well as reducing the amount
of paper it takes to print 200+ copies of the newsletter each month, I would like to distribute the newsletter by
email. If you are interested in receiving the newsletter by email, please email me at jhoffmanccumc@aol.com.
Please include CCUMC Newsletter in the subject line so your message doesn’t go to my junk mailbox.

Happy Valentine’s Day to all!
Janice Hoffman



1 Corinthians 13

' If I speak in the tongues of
men or of angels, but do not have
love, | am only a resounding gong
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If | have
the gift of prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries and all knowl-
edge, and if | have a faith that can
move mountains, but do not have
love, | am nothing. * If | give all |
possess to the poor and give over
my body to hardship that | may
boast,2 but do not have love, |
gain nothing.

* Love is patient, love is kind. It

Mystery Trip

In January, we made a
surprise trip to Bethany
UMC. We were among
150 other youth from the
Austin area sharing a meal
and worship together with
One Less Stone.

Our youth experienced a
powerful worship and how
Jesus lives within us.

Being on Fire for Christ
Sunday’s 4 - 6 pm

THE LOVE CHAPTER

does not envy, it does not boast, it
is not proud. > It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. ® Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. 7 It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always per-
severes.

8 Love never fails. But where
there are prophecies, they will
cease; where there are tongues,
they will be stilled; where there is
knowledge, it will pass away. ° For
we know in part and we prophesy

5 Filling our Hearts with God's
Word

Wednesday’s 6:45 -

in part, '° but when completeness
comes, what is in part disappears.
" When | was a child, | talked like
a child, | thought like a child, | rea-
soned like a child. When | became
a man, | put the ways of childhood
behind me. '? For now we see
only a reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face.
Now | know in part; then | shall
know fully, even as | am fully
known.

3 And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. But the great-
est of these is love.



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28667a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28669b







Cedar Creek United
Methodist Church

Making Disciples for Jesus Christ

WE’RE ON THE WEB AT
WWW.CEDARCREEKUMC.ORG

Administrative Council and Leaders for 201 |

Church Council Chair
Lay Leader

Lay Delegate to SWTX # 1
Lay Delegate to SWTX # 2
Lay Delegate to SWTX # 3
Alternate Delegate
District Missions Board
Staff Parish Relations Chair
Board of Trustees Chair
Finance Chair

Church Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Membership Secretary
Recording Secretary
Church Historian

Website Communications

Christian Education Co-Chair
Christian Education Co-Chair

Outreach Ministries Chair
Evangelism Chair
Generosity Chair

Nurture Chair

Worship Chair

Ginger Salone
Doedee Vann
Doedee Vann
Laura Harris
Andi Hudson (Y)
to be named later
Doedee Vann
Verda Turnbo
Brent Salone
Jim Cole

Bob Severance
Irene Sparks
Janice Hoffman
Sandy Walthall
Laura Zglinski
Terri Underhill
Mark Clingan
Jim Dufour
Debra Goodwin
Mary Ann Green
Brian Telle

Pat New
Charlene Severance

2011 2012
Lay Leadership Team:
Doedee Vann Diana Jones
Laura Zglinski  Ann Adams
Peggy Collier Jim Talbot

2013

Geri Gambino
Curtis Dunford
Zack Taylor

Staff Parish Relations:
Arnold Essler Sunshine Reyes Loren Hahn
Jonathan Lindsey Fred Emens Sharon Estrada

Verda Turnbo Ben Ortiz King Rawlins
Board of Trustees:

Henry Gideon Chuck Osborne Robert Jones
Brent Salone Ray Guillory Joe Gambino

Mark Adams Ed Leighton April Hudson

Cedar Creek Childcare Center Board Representative:
Pat Miller Pip Taylor Diana Jones

Lay Speakers: Recertification— Eben Files, Sue Kratochvil,
Myron Remington, Shirley Smith, Jim Talbot, Doedee
Vann, Mark Clingan

New Certification — Loren Hahn, Janet (Larson) Hahn
DEADLINE

For March 2011 Newsletter Items week of
February 21, 2011 for distribution on February 27, 2011

Email articles to jhoffmanccumc@aol.com
And/or ccumc@cedarcreekumec.org






